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Notes From Your Principal 
Junior and senior high students should have, or will 

soon be, receiving interim report sheets and at the end 

of the November, report cards will arrive home for 

students in grades K-12. Parent/teacher interviews are 

on the 24
th
 and 26

th
 from 3:30-7:30. All Duchess 

School parents are urged to attend. There is extensive 

research that shows students whose parents are 

actively involved in their education, are more 

successful in school.  

Thank you to all room reps who are attending our 

Parent Council meetings and providing input into 

future direction for our school. The Home and School 

Association will be participating in a fundraising 

casino to help provide funds to enhance student 

programs in the school, such as swimming lessons and 

field trips. Thank you to all the volunteers who are 

working at the casino on behalf of our students. 

Congratulations to Duchess School students for a 

successful magazine sale and the first school dance of 

the year. Your hard work and good citizenship are 

appreciated in our school.  

Students in K-6 are learning about virtues of kindness, 

caring and compassion during weekly character 

education classes. Parents should watch for 

information and activities to come home.  

Included in report cards this month will be parent 

copies of individual student results from Provincial 

Achievement Tests written last spring in grades 3,6 

and 9.  

Have a great November, join us for our Remembrance 

Day Assembly on November 6
th
 at 9:30 and check out 

the web site www.stopthecuts.ca  which is co-

sponsored by the AB Home and School Assoc., AB 

School Boards Assoc. and the AB Teachers Assoc.  

 

Lakeside Leisure Programs 
Please note the following programs for junior/senior 

high students: Bronze medallion to become a 

lifeguard, 1
st
 annual Coed Volleyball Tourney, 

register as a team ages 16+, Indoor soccer clinics for 

ages 8-14 and always public swimming 7 days a 

week. Please call 362-3622 for any information. 

BOARD BITS for NOVEMBER  
Our jurisdictionôs brand new strategic plan can now 

be seen on the Grasslandsô website 

(www.grasslands.ab.ca ï under ñDocumentsò).   Our 

2009-2014 Strategic Plan is a plan for the future, one 

that will guide our jurisdiction over the next five 

years.  It is a plan that ensures that we continue to do 

the many things we are doing very well.  At the same 

time, itôs a call for us to create an even better learning 

environment for all of our students, to build an even 

better working environment for all of our staff, and to 

involve the entire community in the educational 

success of our students. 

Our Strategic Plan is a result of gathering input from 

representatives of these six different stakeholder 

groups:  students, parents, teachers, support staff, 

administrators and the community.  The Board of 

Trustees would like to thank all those who took part 

in these consultations and who shared their insights 

and suggestions.   

This fall, Superintendent Chomistek has led a 

ñStrategic Plan Launchò.  This involves introducing 

the plan to all stakeholders, and presentations have 

already been made to many students and staff 

members throughout the jurisdiction.   All 

stakeholders are being invited to be part of the plan ï 

to help us by sharing their ideas about the plan and by 

contributing to its success in any way they can. 

 

ñTake your Kids to Workò Day 
November 4

th
 our grade 9ôs are heading out into the 

workforce. This program lets kids experience a full 

dayôs work in their chosen, approved work field.  

 

Elementary Hot Lunch 
Lunch from Subway- Order either of the below by 

Friday, November 13
th
; All this for $4.00 

 6ò sub, turkey, pizza or cold cut 

 Juice box 

 M & M cookie 

Money and orders are due the 13
th
! 

Lunch is served on the 20
th
 of Nov! 

 

 

http://www.stopthecuts.ca/
http://www.grasslands.ab.ca/


**Newsletters only going out for K-9! Please 

everyone, subscribe on the Duchess web page 

and these newsletters will be sent to you 

automatically at the end of every month.  

Just enter your email address to subscribe 

**Take Your Kids to Workò Day is on 

November 4
th
 for grade 9 students. 



Operation Christmas Child  

We will be collecting shoeboxes this year.  Anyone 

wishing to get a shoebox, they can be picked up from 

Mrs. Gramlich, Mrs. Nauss, or Mrs. Rutschmann.  The 

shoebox collection dates are Nov. 12
th
 ï 19

th
 with the 

19
th
 being the final day.  This year, we are fortunate to 

have the ambulance come and pick them up for us.  

Thank you for continuing to support this wonderful 

program. 

 

Weekday School at Duchess Lutheran 
Church 
This fun afterschool event has started up again and runs 

every Wednesday. Crafts, videos, lessons, snacks for 

kids ages5 and up from 3:30 to 5pm. Everyone 

welcome! 

 

PS 1 Students 
Many schools in Grasslands work in partnership with 

the University of Lethbridge to give aspiring teachers a 

chance to work in the schools. This gives the future 

teachers learning opportunities they canôt receive in 

their current classrooms. We are happy to introduce 3
rd

 

year U of L students, Miss Deb Austin and Miss Alison 

Gooding, to Duchess School as of November 12
th
. They 

will shadow teachers in elem., junior and senior high.   

 

Growlies Lunch Program 
After a year and 2 months, we are pleased to announce 

the re-opening of Growlies at Duchess School. It has a 

new location at the north side of the school across from 

the new library! Mrs. Lelond and her helpers will be 

offering the following on a daily basis: 

Sub sandwiches- $3.00 Ham/Cheese, Pizza, Roast 

Beef/Cheese 

Pizza Pops -$2.00 

Hot Dogs - $2.00 

Individual Pizza - $3.00 

Grilled Cheese Sandwiches - $2.00 Wednesdays only 

 Milk  - $0.60 

Ice Cream- Variety from $1.00-$2.00 

Yogurt - $0.75 

Veggie Packs with Ranch Dressing - $2.00 

Seasonal Fruit - $0.75 

As well, various hot lunches will be available each 

month. Watch the monthly newsletter for those set on 

specific dates. 

Thank you for your patience through renovations.  

 

School Fees and Volleyball Fees 

School and volleyball fees are overdue! Please ensure 

your fees have been paid. Letters will be coming home 

for unpaid school fees! 

Intermediate Boys Volleyball 
Come on over on November 5

th
 and cheer our boys on 

as they host Grasslands League Final. Action gets 

underway at 1:00pm. 

The rest of the teams are also finishing up their season 

of volleyball. Great job to all of our athletes!  

 

Scholarships 
We are pleased to announce that the following ô09 

graduate received the following awards. 

Dominic Wickenheiser 

 John Wass Smidstrup Scholarship 

 Credit Union Scholarship (3
rd

 highest average 

in the County of Newell) 

Congratulations to Dominic who is currently studying 

engineering at the University of Calgary. 

 

Duchess Public Library Correction 
I was asked to slip this in as there was an error made 

on the Turkey supper placemats. The hours for the 

community library are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 

11:00-4:00 and Wednesdays 3:00-8:00pm. Library 

will be closed on November 11
th
 for Remembrance 

Day. 

 

Report Cards 
Report cards go home on November 20

th
 for grades 

K-12. Parent/teacher interviews will be held at the 

school on Tuesday, November 24
th
 and Thursday, 

November 26
th
. Please call the school at 378-4948 and 

book your interview time between 3:30-7:30. 

 

Thanks! 
Thanks to the following volleyball coaches for 

donating their time to our athletes of the school: 

Mr. & Mrs. Wickert Ben Morey       Mrs. Peltzer      

Mrs. Vikedal        Mrs. Rutherford      Mr. Prins 

Mrs. Neely       Mrs. Kimmel           Mrs. Owen 

Mrs. Gurski         Mrs. Graham Ms. Poncelet 

Also thanks go to the staff members who acted as 

staff supervisors and to our wonderful volunteering 

drivers who got our kids safely to and from games. 

 

Bus Driverôs Reminders 
Please be sure to have your children dressed properly 

for the weather. Weôre quickly approaching the 

coldest months of the year and itôs important that they 

are dressed accordingly. 

 


