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Notes from Your Principal 
     Education: the Heart of our Communities ï the theme for Education Week in Alberta this year, was very 

evident in Duchess Hall on Tuesday night, when the community came out in force to celebrate the learning of our 

youngest students at our first annual Spring Concert!  We were very proud of our Kindergarten to Grade Three 

students, as they sang, recited poetry, played the bells and shared the songs they were preparing for óGrasslands 

Singsô in May.  Thank you to the staff and the students for all your hard work. 

     Other Education Week activities included: a Dare to Care presentation for grades 7 ï 12, The Truth About 

Drugs, brought to our community at the request of students and parents, as a follow-up to our presentations earlier 

this month about bullying prevention; our students in Kindergarten right through to Grade 12, have benefited from 

the Dare to Care presentations, sponsored by Cenovus/Encana and our Parent Council.  These very informative, 

worthwhile presentations have provided important information for our students and their parents;  our Grade 9s 

have a trip planned to the Calgary Zoo, as part of their science curriculum, hopefully the weather cooperates; and 

our Grade One, Twos and Threes, will travel to Alcoma School for a performance by Ballooner Landing. 

     Next Week, when the weather improves, our students show their good character as they ógive backô to our 

community by spring cleaning the Village.  Wow!  April has been a busy and productive month, and we are all 

looking forward to Commencement activities on May 8.  After that, on May 19, we will celebrate the completion 

of our modernization, at 4:30, in conjunction with our Annual BBQ & Plant Extravaganza. 

     As our Grade Twelve students turn their thoughts to graduation and changes in their lives, so too, am I.  For 

several years, I have had a goal to give back to our profession and our jurisdiction, by becoming involved in 

teacher education and professional development, and recently I was given an opportunity to do just that.  I have 

accepted a position with the Southern Alberta Professional Development Consortium, and will be leaving 

Duchess School, and Grasslands Public Schools, at the end of June.  This was a difficult decision, as I have truly 

enjoyed becoming a part of the Duchess School Community, having utmost appreciation and respect for the 

relationship between the school and community, and the hard work and dedication of the staff.  Grasslands will 

advertise soon for a new Principal, in order that we can work together towards a smooth transition for the school 

and community. 

 
 

 Grasslands Public Schools- Duchess 

School Opening Ceremonies  
     Everyone is invited to Duchess School for a BBQ on 

Wednesday, May 19
th
 to celebrate the completion of the 

modernization project.  

     The event is slated to start at 4:30-5:30 with 

introductions, a short presentation and the official ribbon 

cutting! There will be a BBQ to follow at 6:00pm. Hope 

to see you there! 

 

Newell Further Education  

     An Annual General Meeting will be held on 

Thursday May 13 at 10 AM at the Bassano 

Community Hall meeting room. Elections will be 

held. We are always looking for new board members 

and area reps. If you are interested, please send a 

letter to Box 478, Bassano, T0J 0B0. 

     Work is underway organizing the courses for the 

fall session. If you have any requests or suggestions 

for classes that you would like to see in your 

community, please contact the office at 403-641-3444 

or email at furthered@telus.net. Any input is greatly 

appreciated!  

     Check out our new website at newellfurthered.ca.  

 

mailto:furthered@telus.net




Scholastic Book Fair  
    Get ready for some excitement with our spring 

Destination Book Fair. 

The theme is ñReading Around the World.ò 

Book fair dates are as follows: 

Family Day Monday, May 10
th
 - 8:30am-7:00pm 

There will be door prizes, crafts, guessing games and 

treats.  

Tuesday, May 11
th
 ï 8:30- 5:00pm 

Wednesday, May 12
th
 ï 8:30- 4:00pm 

Our Book Fair promises to be great fun! Thanks in 

advance for supporting this very important literary 

event and we look forward to having more book fairs 

in the next school year!! 

 
 

Grade 9 Parent Orientation Night  
A Grade 9 Student & Parent Information Night will be 

held at Duchess School, in room 177, on Tuesday, 

May 4
th
 at 7:00pm to provide students and parents with 

information to assist them in planning their program 

for High School. Duchess School Staff and Vivian 

Haland (Youth Career Development) will provide info 

and then be available for questions and answers. This 

evening is designed to provide preliminary information 

to all grade nine students and their families, in order to 

assist you in beginning the planning process leading up 

to a high school diploma. Later in May, Mr. Rodgers 

and Mrs. Rutherford will be available for appointments 

with individual students and their parent(s). Please 

watch for more information to come home. 

 

Provincial Student Assessment  
This begins this month, with students in Grades 3, 6 & 

9 writing Part A of their Language Arts and Grade 6 

writing Part A of their Math. Parents and students are 

reminded this assessment is a ósnap-shotô of the 

studentôs learning, captured on a particular day. It is 

not the sum of what your child has learned, rather a 

piece of the learning picture. Please ensure your child 

has a good nightôs sleep, a healthy breakfast and try 

not to put too much emphasis on these tests. We value 

the information we receive, in that we can combine it 

with our on-going formative and summative 

assessment to assist us in planning future instruction. 

Should you have any questions, please donôt hesitate to 

speak with your childôs teacher or contact Mrs. 

Rutherford or Mr. Rodgers. 

T-Shirts for Sale 
     We are happy to say that we will be having 

school t-shirts on hand to purchase at anytime. You 

can buy a t-shirt for $10 at the school anytime. We 

have some green and gold in sizes small- medium 

and large in stock. These t-shirts have the eagle logo 

on them. Please contact Mrs. Watson at the school. 

 

Field Trip   

The Grade 8 Science and Grade 11 Physics Classes 

are going on a field trip to Calaway Park on Friday 

May 28.  The activities at the park coincide with the 

grade 8 simple machines unit and the entire physics 

20 curriculum: kinematics, dynamics, and circular 

motion.  The day will end with a stop at Peterôs 

Drive- In. 

 

Congratulations to the Graduating 

Class of 2010! 
The Graduating Class of 2010 will be having their 

Banquet and Commencement Ceremonies on 

Saturday, May 8th at the Brooks Heritage Inn.  

Parents are reminded that the Grads are to arrive at 

the Heritage no later than 4:30, dinner is at 5:30 and 

the Commencement Ceremonies begin at 7:30.   

 

New York, New York! 
     Duchess School is planning another trip to 

fabulous New York City during Spring Break 2011. 

The tour has a fine arts focus, but is open to all 

students and parents in grades 8-12. The tour is 

scheduled for six nights in Manhattan and will 

include excursions to: Empire State Building, 

Greenwich Village, two Broadway Shows, Central 

Park, Museum of Natural History, Harlem, Lincoln 

Center for the Performing Arts, NYC Opera, 

Brooklyn Bridge and more! An initial meeting is 

scheduled for Thursday, May 6
th
 in Mrs. Lelondôs 

room. If you would like more information, feel free 

to attend this meeting, or call Laura at the school. 

    

Spring Concert- A Success! 
     Thanks to everyone involved with our K-3 spring 

concert. Many smiles left that building after an hour 

long concert.  

 
 

 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
          1 

2 3 4 

Grade 9 

Parents Info 

evening 

7:00-8:30 

5 

No Grilled 

Cheese  

Jr Badminton 

Zone-Canmore 

6 

New York 

Travel Mtg 

7:00pm. 

Spaghetti 

Lunch- $3 

7 

 

8 

Graduation  

Heritage Inn 

 

9 

Motherôs Day 

 

10 

 

11 12 

Grilled Cheese 

Day- $2 

Gr 9 PAT Test 

13 14 

K-6 Making 

Stepping 

Stones 

Pizza Lunch- 

$3 

15 

16 17 18 

Parent Council 

7:00pm 

19 
Modernization 

Celebration 

BBQ & Plant 

Extravaganza-

4:30 

Grilled Cheese 

Day- $2 

20 21 

Lieu Day 

No School 

22 

 

23 24 

Victoria Day 

No School 

25 26 

Grilled Cheese 

Day- $2 

 

27 

óGrasslands 

Singsô- 7:00pm 

Griffin Park 

 

28 

Gr 8 & 11 to 

Calaway Pk 

29 

Parade of 

Garage Sales 

in Duchess! 

30 31           

May 2010 

Scholastic Book Fair- Monday-Wednesday  

Grade 7ôs Outdoor Education Trip  



YOUôRE INVITED! 
 

DUCHESS SCHOOL 
ANNUAL 

 
FAMILY & COMMUNITY SPRING BARBEQUE 

AND GREENHOUSE SALE 
 
   Duchess Schoolôs annual family barbeque will be held on Wednesday, May 19th from 4:30 ï 
7:00 p.m. Hot dogs, chips, and pop will be served. There is no admission fee. The Student 
Council will be holding $.25 carnival activities for the children.  
   All students are asked to contribute one item for the barbeque supper. It would be best if 
you would send the food items in early, with your child, but if you must bring it with you, thatôs 
fine too.  
   The items have been divided up as follows and each student from each class is asked to 
provide: 
ECS, Grade 1, 2, 3 & 4 - 1 dozen hot dog buns  
Grade 5 -                          Ketchup, relish, mustard (as assigned by teacher) 
Grade 6, 7, 8, 9 & 10 -  1 dozen pop 
Grade 11 & 12 -  1 large bag of chips 
   
    You are reminded to bring a lawn chair. Call 378-4948 for more information and please note 
that the grades are not split into homerooms. Please bring the item pertaining to your childôs 
grade. 
 
 
 

See You There! 

Grasslands Sings!  
A mass choir event featuring 240 grades 3-6 students from the following schools: 

Alcoma School Griffin Park 

Bassano Rolling Hills 

Duchess Rosemary 

Tilley  

The choir will be performing at the Griffin Park School Theatre in Brooks starting at 

7:00pm. Donations to cover the costs gratefully accepted at the door. 

Donôt miss this unique family musical adventure! 

 
 


