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Final Principalôs Notes 

 
The school year has flown by and it is hard to believe it 

is a year since I wrote my first Principalôs Notes for the 

Duchess School newsletter.  Many of you will have 

heard that I have accepted a new position for next year, 

with new challenges, and will be traveling to 

Lethbridge to work for the Southern Alberta 

Professional Development Consortium.  This position 

gives me the opportunity to be involved with teacher 

education and professional development, something I 

had hoped to do before retiring.  I am excited by this 

new opportunity, and this change has been made easier 

because I am so confident in the new Principal who will 

be joining the Duchess School community!  Chris 

McIntyre is transferring to Duchess from Alcoma 

School and brings with him experience in K-9 schools 

and a commitment to community involvement and 

collaboration between school and community.  Having 

worked closely with Chris on several projects in the last 

few years, I am very confident that he will continue to 

enhance and improve the learning of our students, 

through his commitment to continuous learning for staff 

and his determination to do whatever is needed to 

provide the highest quality learning opportunities for 

students! 

My year in Duchess has been amazing.  I have learned 

so much about education for students in a Kï 12 setting, 

and am proud of our efforts to collaborate with parents, 

staff and students this year to make some changes that I 

believe will provide our students with learning 

opportunities that are designed to specifically address 

needs that were identified.  The strengths of this school 

community are clearly, the relationships between the 

school and the community; and the dedication of the 

staff towards providing the best possible learning for 

the students of the Duchess community and its 

surrounding area.  These strengths are the foundations 

of the school and are evident every day, whether 

through parents coming in to read with students; staff 

pitching in to help out at the Fall Supper; Village 

Clean-up in the spring; community attendance at 

Dessert Theatre or the Plant Extravaganza; parents 

going on the grade 7 camp-out or driving sports teams 

to competition.   

 

 

School and Community members should feel proud of 

your efforts to support each other.   

On a personal note, I have appreciated the willingness 

of parents to share their concerns, and ideas, and to 

listen and support changes and strategies we have 

implemented in the school.  The support you have 

given Mr. Rodgers and I, by listening and accepting 

our concerns, when we have called you regarding 

students, have been most appreciated.  The work of 

your Parent Council is amazing!  This group of 

parents represent the community and work hard to 

enhance and support school programs, and are an 

integral component of our school deserving our 

thanks. Nor can I say enough about the dedication and 

hard work of the staff at the Duchess School.  This 

group of teachers and support staff strive each day to 

support our students, academically, socially and 

emotionally, taking to heart the statement, ñIt takes a 

whole village to raise a child.ò These dedicated 

educators have taken the children of this community 

into their hearts and are determined to educate the 

ówhole childô to become strong citizens in our society. 

At Duchess School staff, students and community are 

learning together today, for learner success tomorrow. 

Thank you to everyone who has shared the 2009-2010 

school year with me, you have given me memories 

and experiences I will always value and will never 

forget!  

 

Board Bits for June 
     With the 2009-2010 school year drawing to a 

close, the Grasslands Board of Trustees would like to 

thank our students and our staff for their hard work 

and commitment over this year.  We would also like 

to thank our parent community for their support and 

for their involvement in their childrenôs education. 

You have all been an integral part of the ñlearning & 

achieving & succeedingò that has occurred in our 

jurisdiction in the last ten months. 

     Our best wishes go out to those who will be 

leaving us, whether they be our grade 12 graduates, 

our retiring staff, or those who are moving from our 

community.  You will be missed! 

     It is at this time of year that we can all be proud of 

our accomplishments and we can all look forward to a 
restful and rejuvenating summer! 
 

 



Field Trips are just around the corner for the following  

grades: 

Grade 5- Bassano Dam Friday, June 11 

- Heritage Park on Friday, June 18
th
.  

Grade 2- Both classes to Brooks Museum June 18th 

Grade 8 &11- Calaway Park June 4th 

Grade 4- Both classes to Dinosaur Park June 11 

ECS- Both classes to Dinosaur Park June 11
th
. 

 

Track and Field 
Congrats to the following students who qualified for 

Zones in Calgary at the recent track meet!  
 

Ryan Entz,  Kyle Musgrove, Jess Edwards,  

Tysen Grimshaw, Sandy Latrace, Amy Gostola 

Chandra Paddock,Cody Latrace, Anthony Eisner 

MJ Christie 

Thank Youôs 
Thanks to the following businesses for the support for our 

annual Community BBQ; CJM Concrete- donation of 

raffle planters & rooster, Grasslands Facilities and 

Maintenance Dept., Duchess Community for coming out, 

County Reeves, Mayor Shields and Mr. Doerkson, Canada 

Safeway, Brooks 7-11 and UFA! 

 

 

 



Greenhouse News 
     A special thank you to Mrs. Lelond, Mrs. Schekk, 

Mrs. Wickert and greenhouse work experience students, 

Jesse Bradford and Suzie Banks for the fantastic work in 

the greenhouse this spring! 

On that note, the greenhouse is still open for business 

with a variety of plants available. Please call the school 

for times available. 

 

New York!!  
     Travelers are registering for the trip to New York for 

óSpring Break 2011ô! If you are planning on travelling 

with the Duchess School to New York, please register as 

soon as possible to make sure that you donôt miss out! 

Highlights of the trip will include; Empire State 

Building, Central Park, Broadway plays, Times Square, 

Little Italy, Chinatown, Museum of Natural History and 

much more! For more information please contact 

Sharon Schekk at the Duchess School, 378-4948. 

 
 

Grade 7 Campout Summary 
The Grade 7 Outdoor education camping trip to Beaver 

Mines this year was a big success.  The students had a 

chance to go down a tram line, visit a coal mine shaft, 

hit an obstacle course, go canoeing, and at the same time 

get very wet.  The students were very resilient and had a 

great time in the rain and in the snow.  Thanks to all of 

the parents who came out to help supervise and 

participate.  They were Wally Rommens, Calvin Wipf, 

Shirley Gostola, James Arnold and Jamie Lauber.  Of 

course we could not have gone on the trip without Ms. 

Lord driving bus for us.  Thanks very much to all who 

helped out. 

A very special thank you to Mr. Prins for organizing a 

fun trip despite the weather! 

 

Kindergarten 2010-2011 
If you have a child who will be 5 before December 31, 

2010, please stop by the school and fill out a registration 

form. If anyone reading this knows of someone who 

may be ready for kindergarten, please pass it on to get a 

registration form. Mrs. Harris is just waiting 1 more 

week to get the last forms in and then sheôll be making 

calls to the parents to arrange an orientation day 

sometime in mid June. We donôt want any child to miss 

this day so please help get the word out there to register 

these kids. Forms may be sent home with friends or 

siblings as well. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A bio from incoming principal, Mr. Chris 

McIntyre:  

     I grew up in Fernie, BC and moved to Lethbridge 

to pursue my education degree. Following this 

experience, my wife Leah and I embarked on a year 

long journey that allowed us to backpack through 

Thailand before finding teaching positions in South 

Korea. I was fortunate to teach students as young as 

five and as old as 35. Eventually we returned to 

Canada and settled in the hamlet of Amisk, Alberta. 

During my last two years in Amisk I became the 

school principal. During our stay in Amisk, we were 

also fortunate enough to continue our love of travel 

as we embarked on exciting backpacking journeys 

through Costa Rica, Samoa and Mexico. We sought 

change and found a wonderful opportunity in Rainier 

at the Alcoma School where I accepted my current 

role as principal. I have served as principal for the 

past five years. My time in Brooks has been special, 

enhanced by experiencing the joys of fatherhood with 

my two girls, Asia and Samia. Being a father of two 

wonderful girls has broadened my perspectives and 

enriched my life.  

I am excited to move on to my new opportunity as 

principal of Duchess School. I believe that student 

success depends on the foundations of strong 

relationships among students, staff, parents, and the 

community. I am also a firm believer that we must 

provide opportunities for our students to contribute to 

our local and global communities. Citizenship 

opportunities help to foster the next generation of 

socially responsible and respectful members of our 

communities.  

     I am eager to meet folks from the community, 

parents, staff and of course, the students. I wish all 

students and staff a most enjoyable end to the 2009-

2010 school year and I look forward to positively 

impacting the lives of the students of Duchess School 

very soon!  

Sincerely, 

Chris McIntyre 

 

DEITM  (Duchess Elementary Invitational Track Meet) 

Everyone is invited to come out on June 4
th
 to cheer 

our gr 4-6 students as they compete in track and meet 

against; Alcoma, Rolling Hills, Tilley, Gem, Bassano 

and Rosemary. 

 
 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

  1 2 

Grilled cheese 

Day- $2.00 

Jr High track 

Zones-Clg 

3 4 

Calawy Park 

Gr. 8 & 11 

DEITM  

Gr 4-6 

BBQôd hot 

dogs $2 

5 

6 

Seniors Week 

June 7-14
th

 

7 8 9 

Grilled cheese 

Day- $2.00 

 

10 

Pizza Day 

$2.50/slice 

 

11 

ECS and Gr 

4ôs to 

Dinosaur Park 

Gr 5- Bassano 

Dam 

12 

13 14 15 16 

Grilled cheese 

Day- $2.00 

Last day of 

classes for 

High School 

Free ice cream 

treat K-12 

 

17 18 

Last day of 

regular 

classes, Junior 

High 

Gr 2ôs to 

museum 

Gr5- Heritage 

Park 

19 

20 

 
Fatherôs Day! 

21 22 23 

NO Grilled 

Cheese 

24 25 26 

27 28 

Report Card 

pick up, 8:30-

11:30am  

29 

 

30     

  

June 2010 

All of us wish all of you a very happy 
summer holiday!! Time to make some 
memories!  


