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Greetings to the Duchess School community!  

I am looking forward to joining your educational 

community and getting to know students, staff and 

families.  To this end, I will tell you  a little about 

myself.  I am married to Doug Rutherford, who is the 

District Fish & Wildlife Officer for the Brooks Region.   

We have 3 adult daughters.  Our eldest daughter, Tara, is 

married to Kent Stogre and they live in Strathmore.  

Carmen and her husband, Adam, live in Duchess.  

Ashley and her significant other, Dale Williams, live in 

Brooks.  We have lived in the County of Newell for the 

past 20 years and our family now considers Brooks to be 

our home.  I have always heard great things about 

Duchess and its surrounding communities and am 

excited about being a part of a community school. 

I have 28 years of teaching experience and have taught 

in schools that were K-3, K-6, K-9, Gr. 7-12.   My 

teaching experience has included combined classes at an 

elementary level, special education, kindergarten and 

grade one, junior high language arts and options, and 

junior/senior high special education.   I have been a 

member of the Grasslands Administrative team for 13 

years, during this time, I was Vice Principal at Brooks 

Primary School, Student Health Consultant & PUF 

Coordinator for Grasslands Public Schools, and most 

recently have been Principal at Central School in Brooks 

for the past 8 years.  I have been fortunate to have 

worked with many dedicated and caring professional 

and paraprofessional staff throughout my career and 

embrace each new position as a learning opportunity.  

 

 

Duchess School Dress Code 
As the warm weather arrives we would ask that 

parents and students review the school policy on 

appropriate dress for school. 

Clothing worn to school must be suitable for a 

learning environment and respectful to students, staff 

and parents. It is expected that students do not wear 

swimsuits, halter tops or clothing that exposes 

undergarments or does not adequately cover the 

student. Any clothing that displays vulgar or 

derogatory images / language, displays alcohol, 

drugs or tobacco content, or displays images or text 

that may imply any of the stated items are not 

permitted at school. We also ask that hats be 

removed upon entering the school. We do understand 

that students and parents have varying opinions 

regarding appropriate attire for school, but it is the 

job of the school to ensure a learning environment 

that respects the expectations of all people in the 

school and community, and promotes a positive 

learning environment for students and staff. 

Students must dress appropriately for the weather 

and are expected to wear appropriate foot wear at all 

times while in the school. Emergencies or drills may 

require students to be outside so students are to be 

prepared for those events. Students are asked to 

remove muddy footwear when entering the school. 

Physical Education students in grades 4-12 are to 

wear proper gym attire for Phys. Ed.class. A separate 

pair of white soled or non-marking shoes is to be 

worn in the gym. 

Board Bits  
May was a very busy month in all of our schools.  

The trustees thoroughly enjoyed many of the special 

events that were planned during Education Week. 

With regular classes, commencement exercises, track 

meets, exams, field trips, and other activities, the 

month has flown by!We hope you received a copy of 

the newspaper insert, Growing in Grasslands, and 

were able to read about the great things that are 

happening in your school.  Please visit our website 

and enter the Grasslandsô Motto contest. The contest 

closes on June 5
th
.   

 

 

 



 
The graduating class would like to thank everyone who helped make this a memorable celebration. 

Special thanks to Mrs Owen, Mrs Weber and all the guest speakers who participated, also the student 

photographers who gave up their time to take photos.   

Pictured on this page are 14 of our graduates and the next photo page has the remaining 6 graduates. 

Graduates shown here: Blake Robinson, Bo Kozma, Dominic Wickenheiser, Chelsea Palaschak, Brittany 

Chartrand, Colton Holmes, Drew Wickert, Jayme Myles, Jasmine Bradford, Austin Fisk, Lacey 

Rommens, Logan Neely, Mallory Owen and Marie Harvie. 


