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Notes from your Principal  
     High school exams for Semester 1 are drawing to a close, 

and we would like to commend our staff that has put in 

countless hours during noon hours, before and after school, 

in order to prepare students to do their best in writing these 

finals.  Students who have worked with their teachers in 

preparing for these important exams should feel proud of 

their efforts!  We will be sending out school based marks, 

and student updates, by mail in early February.  Parents & 

students are requested to sign these and return them to the 

school office. Diploma exam marks will arrive later in the 

month. 

     Junior High students and parents can expect to see 

Interim Reports for Math, Language Arts, Social Studies, 

and Science, coming home in February before Winter Break.  

This break for students is February 15-19, and includes 

Family Day, lieu days for time devoted to parent teacher 

interviews, and Teachersô Convention.  Parents are requested 

to sign these Interim Reports and students should return 

these to their homeroom teacher. 

     Elementary students are looking forward to a Spirit Day 

on February 12; students are encouraged to wear red, white, 

or pink.  Later in the month, on the 26
th
, students will 

participate in a variety of Olympic themed activities.   

We have a busy month in February with Dessert theatre, the 

Junior/Senior High Ski trip, dodge ball tournament, and a 

staff versus studentsô basketball game!  Combine that with 

league games for our 4 basketball teams, and starting new 

courses in senior high and some junior high options, and we 

have a lot to do this month. 

     Thank you to parents who are coming in on a regular 

basis to listen to students read, and help out in classrooms.  

Our Parent Council met this month and spent extensive time 

working on budget recommendations.  Through the support 

of your Council, we are able to keep costs down for our 

athletic teams, as they are providing funds to help cover the 

cost of officials for our sports teams.  Fieldtrip transportation 

costs are another area where your Council is providing 

monetary support, to help keep costs down for our students.  

Monies will be provided to Bell Choir, to provide new 

music, gloves, and other needed equipment.  These are some 

examples of the collaboration of Parent Council with school 

staff, which allows us to enhance our students programs.  

Duchess Parent Council is a valuable component in our 

educational community at Duchess School!  

  

Grade 9 vs Staff Basketball Game 
This annual popular game is back on February 24

th
. 

Please come on out and cheer your favorite team (staff 

team of course!) on to victory! 

 
 

Board Bits 
     The Grasslands Board of Trustees believes in and 

supports on-going professional development (PD) and 

training for all Grasslands staff.  Effective PD 

activities provide our staff with the skills and 

knowledge needed to make our jurisdiction the best 

place for students to learn, achieve and succeed. 

     Professional development takes many forms and is 

provided by many different people and organizations.  

PD experiences can include attending conferences, in-

services, courses, workshops, and professional 

learning community (PLC) meetings.   

     This month, all Grasslandsô teachers will be taking 

part in a key professional development activity - their 

annual teachersô convention held in Medicine Hat.      

This convention provides teachers with the 

opportunity to attend sessions that help keep them up-

to-date on new teaching methods and strategies, on 

new curriculum and on new resources.  It is also an 

opportunity to exchange ideas with colleagues.  

Ultimately, attending this PD event will help improve 

teaching practice and enhance student learning.  We 

wish all teachers an enjoyable convention! 
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Duchess School New Outer Doors 
All parents and community members, service workers 

guest, etc., are asked to check in at the office when 

visiting the school. The main entrance doors by the 

gym will be open from 7:30-5:30. All other doors will 

be open from 8:00-4:00pm.  

      




