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Notes from your Principal  
Following extensive discussion with Parent Council, 

individual parents, and Duchess School staff, for this 

year, we have decided to change the Christmas 

Concert to a Celebration of Learning Concert at the 

end of April, as part of Education Week.  We are very 

aware of how overwhelmed families sometimes feel in 

December with company parties, church concerts, and 

various family activities.  During December, we find 

that students are over-tired and often this is when we 

see an increase in seasonal flu and colds.  This year, in 

particular, we are concerned about bringing young 

children and grandparents together at a concert in 

December while there is so much concern about flu.  In 

the spring we are all healthier, and it is a much better 

time for family members who must travel a distance to 

attend. 

In response to the very positive feedback from students, 

parents and community members, regarding the Winter 

Festival that was organized by school staff last year, 

this year staff and your Parent Council are 

collaborating to organize a Winter Festival for students 

in Kindergarten to Grade Six on December 17.  This is 

a fun-filled day for students, providing crafts, games, 

and carol singing.  The children love this special day 

and families are welcome to join us at 2:30 in the gym 

to sing Christmas carols!  Watch for further 

information to come home closer to our Winter 

Festival.  Student Council is planning a variety of 

seasonal activities for Junior & Senior High students 

the last week before the break, and we will be inviting 

older students to join us during the Winter Festival to 

share the fun with all their little buddies. Recreational 

swimming is also planned for our older students that 

last week. 

Report Cards for Term One have been sent home, and 

our first set of Parent Teacher interviews were held last 

week.  It was great to see so many parents in the 

school!  Your children are fortunate to have parents 

who made time to make their education a priority, 

sending an important message to students about the 

importance of education in your lives.   

 

Parents who were unable to attend our scheduled 

interviews are welcome to email the teacher, or call, to 

arrange an alternate interview time.   
We welcome parents to contact the school, or come in, 

at any time, if you have questions or concerns. 

In December, we will be posting our 3 Year 

Educational Plan, the Annual Education Results 

Report, and the School Budget, on our web site for any 

parents who would like to review these planning 

documents.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

Duchess School community for making me feel 

welcome and thank each and every family for the 

support you provide to our school.  Duchess School 

clearly is a community school and we feel very 

fortunate to have such a dedicated, enthusiastic 

community supporting our efforts to provide learning 

opportunities to our students (your children).  

Together, we are educating students today, for 

citizenship tomorrow!   

Wishing you the very best of the season, and a new 

year that is filled with health, hope & happiness.  
 

BOARD BITS for DECEMBER  
During the month of December, Grasslands trustees 

have the privilege to watch many of our students 

perform in a variety of Christmas concerts, band 

concerts and other holiday presentations throughout 

the jurisdiction.    It reminds us that we have very 

talented students who are learning and having fun 

while taking part in these special events.   

The Board of Trustees realizes that special events and 

activities provide an opportunity for our students to 

participate, to succeed, and to enrich their learning 

experience.  We also realize that special events and 

activities require many hours of planning and a lot of 

hard work by both the students and the staff.  A 

special thank you goes out to all those who make 
special events and activities possible, not only at 

Christmas, but throughout the school year.   

AND TO ALL GRASSLANDS STUDENTS, STAFF 

AND FAMILIESé 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS AND ALL THE BEST IN THE 

NEW YEAR 

 

 




